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A true Deſcription of my manner of Life," of 
What I have been in my Profeſſion of Religioa | 
unto this very Day ; and what I am at pre- 


ſent, by the Grace of God. 


Was brought up, and Educated by my Nataral Parents 
|| in profeſſion of Religion, according to the Cuſtomes and 
Traditions of this Nation, in ſaying Prayers, profeſiin 
the Scriptures, and hearing men Speakiupontheeas;'- Ant 
I was exetciſed inthe Formal Worthip then uplicld,vo Read, 
and Hear, and Sing, and Pray, accordingzo/Traditioni Ana 
this was about the time when Prelacy was going down'; but 
I was Wanton and Leight, and lived in Pleaſures, and with- 
out the Fear of God, and knew nothing of hinvbut by Hea#- 
ſay,'and Tradition. - Neither was-bthen Zeajous foraphat 1 
Profeſſed ; But when I grew'up towards Twelve years of 
Age, ſomething of God ſtirred in my Mind and Underſtand- ' 
ing, and ſhewed me, T hatthere was a Higher thing, and that 
this was Darkneſs,” and:not/at all the Worſhip'of the Living 
God, but\Ignorance, and withouthis Knowledye. 'And then 
T fought after, and followed the cheifeſt Presbyterian Preifts 
inthe Country, and would have gone feveral Miles to have 
heard one of the beſt of them,-whiqch ſeemed liker Truth 
than the other 'Sach -was' the my Thirftiags and deſire 
after God, out of the (incerivy of my Heart,” wivich wereþe- 
gotten in me: So'l followed the Higheſt of the 'Priefts 
and Profefſors of that Form, and grew inFavour'with them, 
and was Owned among them -as/Religious,- (then ['lefe off 
ſome fmall part of 'my Leightne(s ind'Vaniey): and Sober- 
minded, as having ſomthing of the Feat of 'Godbefore me: 
Then (through my induſtry in Reading and Hearing, and 
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"writing Notes) I gathered ms Knowledge from the Scrip- 
CrJe that ſound and report of _ O _ _ as of 
-Chriſt:Jefas; his Life, his Dying and Riling, 8c. which-I ap- 
plied in - ys to have peace thereby A FE ht). but 
it.was in the enmity againit God in my Nature all this while, 
and unregenerate, though grown very Zealous in Prayer, and 
Duties, and Performances; highly -reſpecting the Sabbarh 
day, and my Duties, and the like: So that thus I became a 
.Scorn to,many of my' Acquaintance, and'was:Reproached 
by the Name'of a Round-head, and ſuch hke. [But as I grew 
up in Wiſdom and Knowledge, ſo into Pride, and High- 
mindedneſs,: and forgat:the Stmplicity, and left the' former 
Innogency and ſo; was kept and continired in Ignorance:of 
the: Living, Trath,- and-cbut groping as a Blind man; ' not 
knowing whether I went. 

Then when I was about Sixteen Years of Age, it pleaſed 
the; Lord: to:ſhew: Himfelf a little: more to me; and I was 
_ firickenwith-greit Ferrours many tines, and'Judgment was 

—_—_ mez and my Wiſdom and former Knowledge was 

much confounded; and my obſerving of my former duties of 
Righteouſneſs was become dead, and-dry, and'empty to 
me: for when I. had been Praying, I beard: the Voice 
oft, Thou art Ignorant of God; thou knoweſt not where he 
is, nor what ht is 5 To what purpoſe is thy Prayer 2 And very 
often much Fear and Dread came upon me, and broke me 
off from Prayer many times; and trouble came thick into 
ny-mind, and Fearfulnals felt many times upon.mez, Weep» 
ng: and Crying took hold of me;z and T was ftricken off my 
former Delights that I had loved; and what: had gather- 
ed.mto my Wiſdom (as of Experiences, and the Knowledge 
of God) died in me: {And for a time] left off ng the 
Scriptures.z for it'was ſhewed-me, that T was Ignorant of the - 
true Godz;: neither knew, nor underſtood what T' Read : 
the Beauty of all things Vaniſhed, and. I bad no Pleaſure in 


any 
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"any thing : EvenithePreachingcr thoſe whom I had formers © 
ly delighted to Hear, was Withered to me, and 'becarhe 
Empty and Barren, and the burthen of Sin lay Heavy upon 
me,” 'And many a'time I ſate'down alone Weeping and 
Sorrowing, .and ſeparated my ſelf from the Vain wayes of 
the World, and from Vain worldly People, and was mide 
to Reprove many often for Wickednels, though therefore 1 
was had in Deriſionz tor Wrath-was in me. againſt Sin, 
though my ſelf was Ignorant of God. And I went to ſome 
of the Miniſters, and asked What thjs God was, but noman 
could give me Satifaction herein. And thus T was hurried 
up ad down, and many times grieyouſly Tempted; but 
knew not' where to have my Mind ſtayed, nor: how to gain 
Power over my Enemies, which were very many. + 
But for a time, having been exerciſed through great trou- 
ble of Spirit, it pleaſed the Lord to manifeſt his Love in my 
Soul, and I had (ſweet Refreſbings coming in from his Pre- 
ſence, and I had Joy and Peace in abundance, and great 
Openings of the Myſteries of God wasRevealed in me, which 
the World knew not 3 and ym err was a pure 
innocent Simplicity brought f me, and great Fhirlt- 
ings and Deſires more then at*The firſt were begotten in'me 
towards God; and [| ſaw many Glorious things afar off by 
way of Propheſie, and was in much Rejoycing many times, 
md could fing Praiſes unto God; for then 1 was brought 
out of the Land of Egypt and. Darknefs, and could fay I 
had peace in Meaſure with God. in the Light; and man 
Scriptures were 'opened, to me; and: the Miniſtty of Chri 
was looked into, which before I had.been blind concertung; 
and my former Sorrow was not departed from me, and for- 
gotten 3 for Joy .and Gladnels filled my heart, and I grew 
upto, know Great things in my apprehenſion, and begat to 
run forth in my Wiſdom, thinking' to comprehend im my 
own. Knowledge, the Myſteries .of the Kingdom oC 
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having the True Light lining n my Iruqmernngs | And 
through my Aſpiring mind,grew up into the notion of Truth, 
but without the-Lite, only to ſpeak of Great things in my 
own: Wiſdom : . But not knowing the Croſs of Ghrilt,. to 
keep Low in it, to have my Mind ſtayed upon the Principle 
-of -God, to be preſerved in my Peace and Joy with God, 
Tloſt again my ſelf, through my forward Will and Wiſdom, 
and runing out into Knowledge without the Fear of God; 
Though I was above many of 'the Prieſts and Profeſſors in 
my Knowledge, and followed only the higheſt Notionilſts ; 
but the Fleſhly Man was ſet at Liberty, and the Croſs was de- 
ſpiſed, though I was looked upon to know Much, and could 
ſpeak True Experiences; but the Judgment I had loſt, and 
the former Terrour was gone, and the Rod that once Smote 
me was Broken, and out of the Serpent's Root ſprang forth a 
Cockatrice, and his Fruit was a firie ſtinging Serpent, upon 
which I fed for many dayes: And then Pride grew more 
than ever, and Self-conceitedneſs, and Preſumption,” and 
Flethly liberty to the Carnal mind : And my delight was 
much-in C— Talking of the Myſteries of God, 
where I ſpent that whi had given me, like the Pro- 
diga]l, :and gave Holy Things to Dogs, forl wanted the true 
Wiſdom of the Heir of the Kingdon, ' And here I, hved 
Pleafamly, for I had the Knowledge of the Myſtery of 
Chriſt -in my Comprehenſion 3 and-the Myſtery of the King- 
dom (25 T thonght)was Revealed ; for I comprehended much 
in wy Wiſdom, ' being unſetled im'the Light, which ſhould 
have guided me'mto the Croſs; ' But the World was ſet in 
my Heart, and Pride, and Covetouſneſs,and the Earthly Spi- 
rit ruled, and my Delight grew up again, from the Simplicity 
Lonce had, growing'in the Knowledge out of the Innocency. 
[Here Tran from my Husband; after other Lovers, and had 
 teft the Lord, my Makers and I ſpent the Portion of the 
Gift of God as among Harlots, and Iniquity and Sin-en- 
creaſed 
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ereaſed again; -and Death 7 Vin came upon me, and the 
Serpent beguiled me,as he did Eve,even when I was Innocent, 
and I had Eaten of the Knowledge, and not of the Life, and 
that fed a-patt within me, which ſhould have been Famiſhed, 
and my'Lefr hand knew-what my Right hand did, & the Wo- 
man uſurped power over the Man-child in me. And in this 
condition, for _ dayes,I travelled,and became darkned in 
my Mind more and more ; and had loſt that which oncel had 
Felt and Known, and had bur in my earthly Memory the 
fence-which before I had in the true Light, and in a Meaſure 
enjoyed: I could tell of Experiences, but they were Dead to 
me, and could ſpeak of many Divine things in my Imagt- 
nations, but I held the Truth in an unrighteous mind. ; 

Then the Witneſs of God beganagain towork inme, and : 
brought me to Queſtion ſome things how it was with mez 
and I ſay my ſelf to be Ignorant more then formerly, and 
I felt Peace and Joy departed from me; and ſomthing de- 
fired to bereſtored again to my former condition, but Lgrew 
to be much given tothe love and delights of Riches, and Ho- 
nour inthe World; I fed my ſelf with that Knowledge which 
formerly I had received in the Light, and with a Deceitful 
mind could ſay, I once had the Love of God; and whom he 
Loved once, he loves forever. But then that was head and 
ruled in me which he Loves never. 

And TI was Wanton, and in Fſb-els Birth, which I thought 
to be a goodly Child, and would fancy he might have lived 
befoxe the Lord; and in my Vanities amongſt HeathensT cru- 


cified the Lord of Life; but the Blood of that which I had 


{lain- cryed continually, and the Witneſs which lay Yin 
gave menoreſt, which the Earthly man made Merry over, for 
atime, till the Lord was awakhed as one our of {leep; tolay 
again his Jadgments upon-mez andthen grew weary of all 
Knowledge, and Profeſſion, though never to High 5 Some-- © 
thing which ſhined deep in me, ſhewed me ones —_ ny 
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{ Higheſt of Words; and Caxtolſed 'up and' down ri'tng®- © 
Thoughts, having loſt the ſavour of Life which onceT had! *©- * 
taſted cf, & that Tenderneſs which was once upon my Spirit; 
And'I was as a Drie Bone ſtrewed abroad, and FT became a: 
Reproach 'to my ſelt, who -once had felt the Working of 
the Power of God; but was now paſt Sence, and mightr fit 
down in Darkneſs, and look no more after Religion. And 
this was partly my Reſolution, ſeeing my ſelf Deceived in all 
Things: 

| Bur in dye time the Lord Awakned me, and brought me 
Home, and ſent the true and faithful Meſlenger (the Firſt- 
brought-forth of many Children) not known to the World, 
for in the Nations ſhall Bleſs the Lord ; and the Meſlage 
of Eternal Light he declared, and ſpake the Language I 
knew nor, notwithſtanding all my High talkings 3 for it was 
Higher, and yet Lower then I underſtood; and it compre- 
hended me, and oyerthrew me 1n the height of my Know- 
ledge: And the Lord ſpake to me, by Him, and cauſed me 
to hear his Voyce, through Himz and my\dim Eye was re- 
ſtored to Sight, and my Underſtanding was Opened, and 
the Vail was Rent; and I ſaw my ſelf as in a Glaſs, to be 
in the Prodigal ſtate, and above the Croſs, and without 
Judgement, and without the Fear of the Lord; for my 

rofelſed Freedom was proved Bondage, in the ballance of 


quityz and my own Will had Power over me, and my own 
Heart led me Captive; And the Witneſs being Raiſed, 1 
ſaw _—_ Where I was, and What I had been doing 3d ſaw 


I had been making an Image to the firſt Beaſt, which had a 
Wound by the Sword, and did Live, whoſe Deadly Wound 
was again Healed, and was Worſhipping the Image which I 
had ſet Up, even the Likenefs of the firſt Beaſt : And I was 
full of Airy Notions and Imaginations, and the Son of the 
Bond-woman lived; and I ſaw that Harlots gone from God 


had been my Companions ; And I confeſſed I was not worthy 
to 
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"THE" END.) 


